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I have lived in the Glenwood area most of my life. Two years  
on a mission in Arizona and some schooling in Lethbridge 
and Provo, Utah have been the times I have been away. At the ripe old of 8, I  
helped my Grandpa Nelson milk by hand. While helping him, I witnessed my first 
experience of flood irrigation. Mostly I remember how many mosquitoes it 
seemed to attract. I experienced irrigating first hand a few years later when we 
moved to eight miles east of Glenwood. It was not good. It seemed impossible to 
stop the water, because my dams would always get washed out. In the early 70’s  
we purchased irrigation equipment from Salt Lake City. I remember the guy 
telling me that if I wanted to get into a business that was going places and 
expanding that I should get into the irrigation industry. At the time I was not 
interested. About that time Riverside Colony put in their first center pivot which 
was kitty corner from George Stewarts. The hay that was produced off that 
quarter was amazing. From that point on, the United Irrigation District has yearly  
increased the number of acres irrigated by mechanical means. 
 
I feel very strongly about trying to preserve our irrigation rights that have been 
heavily paid for by former residents of the district. Thanks to their foresight, we 
have what we have today. As we move into the future it will become increasingly 
more important for the UID to keep its water license and priority. We will continue 
to improve our efficiencies and save all the water we can through pipelines and 
closed systems. We are not sure of the future but one thing we know for sure is 
that if we don’t have water we have nothing. Thanks for all your support.  
 


